
KRAAL Bo Kaap’s informal settlement



ABOUT KRAAL

The Kraal was first occupied by squatters in the early 1980s.

Since the 1980’s the Kraal has grown to about 25 shacks accommodating around 150 people.

The settlement sits in an abandoned quarry, one of the few vacant urban spaces left on the edge of Cape 

Town's central business district.

The mosque authorities and other Bo Kaap residents have complained about rising crime in the area.

Plans to upgrade the site into a no-alcohol hotel have been proposed and applied to the city council. 



LOCATION



TALKING TO THE COMMUNITY







CRIME A CONCERN?

Drugs

Criminal Movement

Harassing Tourists

Influence on Children

The Kraal is a perfect place for selling and using drugs since it is hidden away 

and often overlooked as well as being located to the city center.

Criminals from surrounding areas will use Kraal as an escape route since it is 

such an inconspicuous community and offers easy access to major roads.

Some residents of Kraal will pickpocket tourists, as they are an easy target and

often carry valuables with them such as iPhones or cameras.

The criminals in and around Kraal become role models for the children. They 

begin to develop the same habits as the criminals since they are offered few or 

no positive role models or constructive after-school activities.





"IT'S AGAINST THE SCRIPTURE OF ALL RELIGIONS TO 
EVICT POOR PEOPLE FROM THEIR HOMES, SO WE NEED 
TO ENSURE THE RESIDENTS OF THE KRAAL HAVE 
ACCESS TO DECENT HOUSING BEFORE MOVING THEM 
FROM THE SITE." -Osman Shabodien, chair of the Bo Kaap Civic Association



Community Center – introducing a 

common space with children’s programs.

Re-Blocking – possible community 

grouping and eco-design principles.

PROBLEMS IDEAS

Extension – continuing the commercial 

and cultural influence of Bo Kaap.

Limiting Access – pushing the movement 

of people through one controlled area.

Development – slowly introducing 

infrastructure and permanent services.

Community Involvement – creating ways 

for the outside community to connect.

Crime – in the community and as a 

gateway to outsiders.

Infrastructure – including roads, 

electricity, sewage and water.

Shelter – lacking quality and pose a 

large fire hazard.

Community – are divided in wants and 

needs, children are a large concern.

Isolation – the settlement is hidden 

and out of sight and mind.

Location – a prime location with large 

competition over land.



PROPOSAL

Community Center

Central gathering space for both the Bo Kaap
community and the Kraal community.

Backed up to the wall that restricts access to the park.

One entrance to the field through the community 
center.

Re-Blocking

Eco-shacks made with local materials with insulation 
and basic services.

Clustered houses with shared courtyards

Clear pathways and roam for roadways with possible 
parking in the future.

Extension of Hout Street

Facilitates integration into the Bo Kaap community

Allows for future businesses in Kraal itself.

Limiting Through Access

One entrance and one exit.

Community Center controls traffic of community.

Developing Infrastructure/ Basic Services

Expand lighting and slowly build roads, electricity, 
sewage and water.

Community Involvement

Charette for design and implementation phases. 



PROPOSAL

Community Center

Re-Blocking

Developing Infrastructure

Extension of Hout Street

Limiting Access



BENEFITS

Beautification of the Area – Feelings of ownership and pride will encourage the residents to take better care of the 

area—from cleaning up trash to expanding or improving their homes.

Local Food Production – A community garden will provide food for the community, but could also develop into a possible 

source of income for the residents.

Child Development – Having a community center will provide a safe place for children to go after school and a place for 

more children’s clubs and activities.

Increased Safety – Blocking the easy access to the highway will discourage criminals from running through the community, 

and improvements such as re-blocking and better lighting will discourage crime within the community.

Wellbeing – Improving the houses and infrastructure will help keep the residents warm and dry and will discourage the 

spread of disease.

Community Involvement – The houses will be made in part from local materials, and the community will be involved in the 

design and construction process. 



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS?


